


Undoubtedly, since fishing was their liveli-
hood, Simon and Andrew knew very well 

how to catch fish. In order words, they were very successful at 
catching fish. They must have invested many hours in catching 
fish, in order to make a living. Now Jesus was telling them that 
when they followed him, he would enable them to be very success-
ful in bringing souls to him. They would learn from Jesus their 
new “vocation”. 
     The word “vocation” comes from Latin, meaning, “a calling” or 
“a summoning”. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “All 
human beings are called by God to share in God’s divine 
life.” (CCC356) While we may often associate the idea of vocation 
to a priest, deacon, sister or religious – we see that vocation is for 
every human being. 
     God does not want us to wait until we die to share in his divine 
life. Jesus gave us the sacraments to be able to receive his divine 
life, while we are alive. Sacraments help us to live the vocation of 
sharing in God’s divine life now. Every time we receive Holy 
Communion, we receive Jesus’ divine life – grace to help us 
through every situation. We receive Jesus himself – all his power 
and holiness. 
     When we go to Confession, we receive Jesus’ divine life – 
grace of mercy that absolves our sins and strengthens us in times 
of temptation and to avoid the near occasion of sin. 
     At Mass we nourish our souls – as one of the penitential rites 
says: “Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in 
holiness.” Now, we can see clearly, why participating in the Mass 
each Saturday evening or Sunday is critical for us to fulfill our vo-
cation. 
     Perhaps you have heard someone say: “I don’t get anything out 
of Mass.”… If we come to Mass with a plan – expecting to be up-
lifted and energized – it will happen. Whether we found the homily 
to be inspiring or not, the music to be spirit-lifting or not, we al-
ways come to Mass to receive Jesus in “word and sacrament.” We 
leave the Mass, renewed in spiritual strength to live the life of love 
that will bring others to Jesus Christ. 
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